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Bawang putih and bawang merah 
 

One day there lived a widow who had 2 beautiful girls named Bawang Merah and Bawang Putih. 

Bawang Putih is a quiet girl, diligent and kind. Bawang putih's  father died long ago. Bawang 

Merah's brother is an indifferent, angry, and arrogant person. The widow spoiled shallots too 

much, all requests of the shallots were always obeyed by the widow. 

 

Bawang Putih always felt sorry for Bawang Putih, since Bawang Putih's father died, Bawang Putih 

became very quiet and often did hard work by herself. Bawang Merah thought that it could relieve 

Bawang Putih's sadness because of her father's passing. Shallots often command garlic in the 

hope that garlic will not grieve anymore. 

 

One day, Bawang Merah took a bath in the river, because the Bawang Merah always brought 

jewelry such as necklaces and luxurious hair clips even though she only went to the river to bathe. 

When taking a bath, Bawang Putih took off her jewelry on the riverbank, after taking a bath, 

Bawang Merah realized that her hairpin was missing, Bawang Merah walked down the river while 

asking people who were in the river, but everyone who was asked by Bawang Merah did not know 

where her hairpin was. Bawang Merah continued to explore the river until she found a cave with 

flowing water, Bawang Merah entered the cave and found a grandmother, then Bawang Merah 

asked grandmother "Does Grandma know my hairpin?", "I found your hairpin, to get it back I give 

you the condition "replied the grandmother friendly", "what are the conditions?!" Bawang Merah 

answered arrogantly, the grandmother was surprised to hear the answer of Bawang Merah, then 

the grandmother gave the condition to clean the grandmother's cave, the Bawang Merah agreed 

with the grandmother's condition. 

 

 Bawang Merah began to clean the cave while grumbling because the grandmother's cave was 

very dirty. When finished, Bawang Merah asked for her hairpin. When Bawang Merah was about 

to leave, the grandmother offered a pumpkin to Bawang Merah, the pumpkin had 2 different sizes, 

namely a large pumpkin and a small pumpkin, Bawang Merah took the biggest pumpkin and left 

her grandmother. 

Arriving at the house, Bawang Putih opened the pumpkin given by her grandmother, but it 

contained a terrible snake. Then Bawang Putih thought that because Bawang Putih was not 

greedy, she thought that Bawang Putih would take the small one and get something better than 

hers. The next day, Bawang Putih told Bawang Putih to wash it, shallots put her mother's scarf 

on the top so that it would easily fall into the river later. 

Bawang Putih went to the river to wash her stepmother's clothes and shallots, after finishing 

washing Bawang Putih realized that her stepmother's favorite shawl drifted in the river. Bawang 

Putih ran down the river and arrived at the cave where the river water passed, Bawang Putih 

entered the cave and found the grandmother in the cave, Bawang Putih asked the grandmother 

"Excuse me, Grandma, did you see where the scarf was drifting around here?", "Know ” replied 

the grandmother but the grandmother gave a condition to Bawang Putih, namely to clean the cave 

where she lived. Bawang Putih agreed and started to clean the grandmother's cave which was 



full of dust and dirt, after the grandmother gave the shawl that Garlic was looking for, Bawang 

Putih was relieved and happy and thanked the grandmother, the grandmother gave 2 pumpkins 

with different sizes big and small , because Bawang Putih was not greedy, Bawang Putih took a 

small pumpkin, Bawang Putih left her grandmother. 

 

Arriving garlic at home, Bawang Merah curious what the contents of the pumpkin garlic. Garlic 

split the pumpkin to cook, Bawang Putih was surprised because the contents of the pumpkin were 

gold and diamonds. Shallots who saw were surprised to see the contents of the garlic pumpkin. 

Because Bawang Putih knew that her mother and sister loved jewelry, she also shared it with her 

mother and sister. Bawang Merah realized that she was greedy and greedy and she regretted her 

actions. 

 

 


